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Dave Cook (’91) discovered 
his calling in Arizona—and the 
lessons he learned at NAU still 
guide him today.
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A RESPONSE WE  
CAN BE PROUD OF

Moving forward, Northern 
Arizona University 
continues to focus on 
two priorities: the health 
and well-being of our 
campus community, and 
our responsibility to the 
public good.”

“

A greener Pine
This issue of your alumni magazine 
is printed on FSC-certified paper, 
ensuring that it comes from responsibly 
managed forests. All future issues 
of Pine will be printed on certified 
paper as well.

NAU Advancement
alumni@nau.edu  
928-523-3757

The COVID-19 (coronavirus) 
pandemic changed life as we knew 
it, demanding we uncover new ways 
to lead, build resilience, and support 
one another. And we have passed  
this test of character with flying 
colors: I am proud and humbled by 
the many ways Lumberjacks have 
responded.

Moving forward, Northern Arizona 
University continues to focus on two 
priorities: the health and well-being 
of our campus community, and our 
responsibility to the public good. 

In response to the pandemic, we 
shifted approximately 8,000 course 
sections online to keep students 
on track for graduation. We hosted 
a virtual commencement in May, 
and we are offering our newest 
Lumberjack alumni a chance to walk 
in a special December ceremony. 

At the same time, we are working 
to address the public health and 
economic needs of our community. 
Our nursing and physician assistant 
students are helping to bolster 
capacity in rural and underserved 
communities. The Cline Library 

MakerLab partnered with Guardian 
Air to 3-D print protective masks for 
medical professionals in the Flagstaff 
area. And economists from NAU’s 
Alliance Bank Economic Policy 
Institute are working with Coconino 
County to create models to plan for 
the financial effects of COVID-19.

With all that in the works, I am also 
proud that this previously designed 
issue of Pine has remained focused 
on a topic we care deeply about at 
NAU: sustainability. In this edition, 
you will read about initiatives ranging 
from improving renewable energy 
to partnering with Native American 
communities on climate change 
planning. You will also read about 
the many other ways that alumni, 
students, and faculty bring their 
aspirations to NAU.

We are grateful to our alumni for 
the support you show us every day. 
We are especially grateful for those 
of you on the front lines working in 
health care. I invite those who have 
worked to keep their communities 
safe during this crisis to share their 
stories with us. 

I look forward to the day when we 
can be together again on campus. 
Until then, let’s continue supporting 
one another through resiliency and 
kindness.

Thank you for your ongoing 
commitment to NAU. 

Sincerely,

Rita Hartung Cheng, PhD
President, Northern Arizona University
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During a time when we need each other more 
than ever, NAU shifted this year’s Giving Day to 
a day of kindness—Axe of Kindness. On April 23, 
Lumberjacks everywhere came together and 
volunteered in their communities, sent messages  
of encouragement to the NAU family, or donated  
to a COVID-19 student emergency fund. Here’s  
what several alumni had to say about being a  
’Jack Who Gives Back.

Creating Giving Day: Axe of 
Kindness during this critical 
time was a wonderful idea. I 
am doing all I can here in San 
Diego, and I look forward to 
helping the alumni chapter with 
some virtual engagement until 
we can have in-person events.

Jen Doud ’93

Now is the time for me to offer 
a helping hand, to support 
NAU and protect it for future 
generations. This is why I was 
happy to participate in Giving 
Day: Axe of Kindness.

Jim McCarthy ’71

I am proud to be part of the 
resilient and compassionate 
Lumberjack community. Axe 
of Kindness demonstrates the 
#TrueBlueNAU spirit and a 
collective commitment to give 
back to others. 

Amy Phillips ’05, ’07

Back in my day at NAU, we said, 
‘‘It’s great to be a Lumberjack.’’ 
I got tears of joy watching your 
‘‘thank you’’ video with students 
so filled with energy and pride. 
I wish I had more to give, but 
will forever stay loyal to my 
alma mater. Thanks for keeping 
me connected to NAU with this 
Giving Day tradition.

Brady Clay ’76

As a nurse and mental health 
professional, I am keenly aware 
of the real and potential mental 
health consequences of this 
public health crisis on everyone. 
I am engaging in regular Axe 
of Kindness, including staying 
home to keep my family and the 
Yuma community safe.

Jason Bradley ’07

Giving Day: ’Jacks give back 
with Axe of Kindness

TALK TO US

Letters to the editor

How has NAU helped you realize your aspirations? Tell us for a chance to be 
featured in the next issue. Share your story at nau.edu/aspirations.

Follow the NAU Alumni Association @NAUAlumni

More on Giving Day
Read more stories about 
#AxeOfKindness from the 
Lumberjack community at  
foundationnau.org/givingday.

Caring for babies— 
by caring for moms

Initially, Mia 
Ornelas’ research 
project focused 
on infants born 
to mothers 
who used 
drugs during 

pregnancy. But the scope of her 
project quickly expanded.

“I think we can all agree that 
the children obviously need help,” 
said Ornelas, a nursing major who 

worked with faculty mentor Laura 
Karnitschnig on the project. “But we 
also came to the conclusion that the 
moms really need help, which is a 
difficult thing for people to address 
because addiction has so much 
stigma behind it.” 

Ornelas said her research 
experience has underscored her 
belief that every patient deserves 
the same level of care and empathy. 
She hopes her research will lead 
to changes in care for pregnant 
women—care that will result in 
better outcomes for their babies.

Creating a vaccine  
to treat addiction

Amid a national 
opioid crisis, 
chemistry 
major Noelle 
Waltenburg is 
finding ways 
to help people 

move on from their addiction. She 
and other students are working 
on an opioid vaccine in the lab of 
Naomi Lee, an assistant professor in 
the Department of Chemistry and 
Biochemistry at NAU.

“When I heard about the project 
Professor Lee was doing, I knew 
I wanted to join, not just for the 
chemistry part but also because 
I have people in my life who 
have struggled with addiction,” 
Waltenburg said. “Being part of a 
project whose goal was to help these 
people was very important to me.”

Waltenburg plans on pursuing 
a PhD in synthetic chemistry and 
wants to continue working on a 
vaccine for those suffering from 
substance abuse.

Helping Hopi men  
check for cancer

Over the past two years, recent 
graduate Jordan Ojeda has been 
part of a research project seeking to 
increase colorectal cancer screening 
rates among Hopi men.

The project, headed by NAU public 
health researcher Priscilla Sanderson,  
is called Namitunatya—Hopi for  
“taking care of yourself.” Ojeda visited 
Hopi Tribal land to interview men 

and learn more about their culture. 
Based on his research, he crafted 
culturally appropriate radio ads and 
posters promoting cancer screening. 

Ojeda, who majored in biomedical 
sciences, said the lessons he learned 
about respectful communication will 
be invaluable in his future career 
as a medical doctor. “Being able 
to talk to people who are culturally 
different from me, and just being 
able to relate one-on-one, has been 
awesome,” he said.

UNIVERSITY NEWS

Undergraduate 
researchers at  
NAU work closely 
with faculty to make 
new discoveries 
every day. Here 
are three students 
who are making a 
difference with their 
groundbreaking 
research.

THE REWARDS  
OF RESEARCH

Jordan Ojeda developed radio 
ads and posters to promote 
cancer screening for Hopi men.
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With its growing tech companies, 
military bases, and innovation-friendly 
policies, Arizona is emerging as a 
major cyber hub. From sustainability 
to security, high-tech opportunities 
are everywhere—and NAU is leading 
the way.

The School of Informatics, 
Computing, and Cyber Systems 
(SICCS) offers a variety of highly 
practical degree programs in 
computer science, informatics, and 
other disciplines, including a new 
Bachelor of Science in Informatics 
(BSI). And while students are 
preparing for high-tech careers, NAU 
researchers are shaping the future 
of entire sectors, both in Arizona 
and beyond.

“The fact that there are so 
many research opportunities for 
undergraduates here blows my mind,” 
said Allen Clarke, a computer science 
and mathematics double major. 
He’s helping researchers at NAU’s 
Pathogen and Microbiome Institute 
(PMI) manage complex data from 
gene sequencing.

Chris Keefe, a computer science 
and biology double major, also 
collaborates with PMI researchers 
on his work. He uses microbiome 
informatics to pursue a cure for 
Alzheimer’s by studying the 
microbial communities in the 
intestines of mice.

“Being able to work with NAU 
professors has been a real gift,” 

Keefe said. “It’s exciting to apply the 
skills I have and do some good for 
the world.”

Improved security

Fighting cybercrime is a big focus 
of SICCS, and professor Bertrand 
Cambou is making great strides to 
protect blockchain from hackers. 
Blockchain exchanges data without 
involving a third party, so it has huge 
potential for high-risk enterprises like 
banking. But it’s extremely vulnerable 
to hackers.

With a $125,000 US Air Force 
Research Lab grant, Cambou’s team 
is creating a working prototype that 
uses ternary computing (rather than 

UNIVERSITY NEWS

HIGH-TECH 
HOT SPOT

Assistant professor Temuulen Sankey uses 
drones and remote sensors on the ground 
to monitor soil moisture in forests.

NAU is shaping the future of Arizona—and the world

Assistant professor Fatemeh Afghah 
has received an Air Force Young 
Investigator grant for her work with 
search and rescue drones.

binary), so even if a hack does occur, 
one virus isn’t likely to take down an 
entire network.

Cambou is also working on a 
$6 million US Air Force project to 
combat other types of cyberattacks.

Data-driven sustainability

SICCS researchers are pioneers in 
another area as well: sustainability.  
In fact, it’s partly through their work 
that NAU has become a global  
leader in the sustainability movement  
(see page 8). 

Assistant professor Temuulen 
Sankey is working on a project to 
preserve national forests. She uses 
fixed-wing drones to gather soil 
moisture data from remote sensors 
on the ground. The data helps forest 
managers determine how much  
they should thin out forests to increase 
snow accumulation and soil moisture.

Other SICCS researchers use 
networks of high-resolution digital 
cameras to track changes in natural 
phenomena over time. Professor 
Andrew Richardson and his team 
employ a 400-camera network 
called PhenoCam to take time-lapse 

photography of vegetation. By 
analyzing color spectrum data from 
these photos, Richardson tracks how 
plant growing cycles respond to 
changes in weather.

Similarly, professors Eck Doerry 
and Ben Ruddell use real-time 
sensing and image processing 
in their app, Flood Aware, which 
helps cities better predict when 
and where floods will hit. The app 
also crowdsources user images to 
reflect current conditions. “This is 
what being a smart city means to us,” 
Doerry said. “A smart city keeps an 
eye on threats and warns citizens in 
appropriate ways.”

Assistant professor Fatemeh 
Afghah’s work also addresses natural 
disasters. She develops algorithms 
that guide the drones used in 
complicated search efforts after fires, 
earthquakes, and other crises. 

Information from the drones 
enables rescue teams to locate 
people trapped in hard-to-reach 
spaces faster, while minimizing 
danger for rescue workers.  
Afghah’s work has received a three- 
year, $450,000 Air Force Young 
Investigator grant.

Looking forward

What’s the next step in Arizona’s 
cyber boom? It’s impossible to 
tell. Cybersecurity, computing, 
and informatics are evolving every 
minute—as fast as the challenges they 
aim to solve. 

But one thing is certain: whatever the 
future brings, the faculty and students 
at SICCS will be at the forefront, 
leading the world in a safer, smarter, 
and more sustainable direction.

Investing in students

$325,000
Grant from the W. M. Keck 
Foundation to provide financial 
assistance and research opportunities 
that help undergraduates and 
underrepresented students thrive.

$3M
Grant from the National Science 
Foundation Research Traineeship 
to train grad students in addressing 
ecological and sustainability 
questions through informatics.
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UNIVERSITY NEWS

A LESSON  
IN SUCCESS

New program helps 
current students thrive
NAU launched the Lumberjacks  
Thrive Externship Program this 
year to match students with alumni 
mentors. The multiday program gives 
students a chance to explore career 
options and see what it takes to thrive 
in today’s workforce. The program 
is funded by alumni donors and 
covers all travel and lodging. NAU’s 
Career Development and Alumni 
Engagement offices are also working 
with participants to provide résumé 
reviews and other services. Visit 
foundationnau.org/thrive.

More options for 
nursing students
To meet the demand for healthcare 
workers, NAU is expanding its nursing 
programs. The Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing (BSN) program is now 
accepting an additional 20 students a 
year at its Tucson campus. And starting 
in fall 2021, NAU will offer a Master of 
Science for Entry to the Profession of 
Nursing (MEPN) program.

Suns and NAU team up 
to support STEM
Phoenix Suns Charities donated 
$250,000 to the NAU Foundation 
to support the Center for Science 
Teaching and Learning. The money 
will impact more than 5,000  
students and 400 STEM teachers  
in the Phoenix area.

NAU’s Teachers Academy was 
launched in 2017 to help ease 
Arizona’s teacher shortage. Less than 
three years later, the program is a 
huge success, with enrollment more 
than tripling—and expected to climb 
even higher.

The academy is part of a statewide 
initiative by all three of Arizona’s 
public universities to graduate more 
K–12 teachers. NAU is meeting 
that goal in two ways. First, through 
its Grow Your Own program at 
community colleges across the state. 
And second, with its Teacher Intern 
Preparation Program, designed for 
people who have a bachelor’s degree 
but are looking to earn a master’s in 
education and switch careers.

Keeping debt down

Both programs come with an added 
bonus: NAU covers tuition and fees 
after all other financial aid has been 
applied. In exchange, students 
commit to teach in an Arizona public 
school for every year that they 
received a scholarship. 

It’s all part of NAU’s commitment to 
provide an affordable and accessible 
education.

In the Grow Your Own program, 
for instance, students take two years 
of classes at their local community 
college before transferring to one of 
NAU’s campuses to complete their 
bachelor’s degree. The Teachers 
Academy builds on the success of 
NAU’s College of Education, which 
has been a cornerstone of the 
university since its earliest days.

More funds coming

Arizona’s 2020 state budget includes 
$15 million in new funding for the 
state’s three Teachers Academy 
programs, with NAU receiving 
approximately $4.2 million. 

The programs have a current 
enrollment of slightly more than 600 
students. But with the new funding, 
that number could climb to 3,000, 
according to projections from the 
Arizona Board of Regents.

218
Current enrollment in the NAU 
Teachers Academy. The program 
started with 60 students in 2017.

FACTS and FIGURES

#103
For NASA funding expenditures 

National Science Foundation, 2019

#75
Research rank among public  

institutions without a medical school 
National Science Foundation, 2019

#196
Research rank among  

all institutions in the country  
National Science Foundation, 2019

NAU is home to more than a dozen LEED-certified 
buildings on its Flagstaff campus, including the 
Applied Research and Development building shown 
here. When it opened in 2007, it was the third-
greenest building in the world.

15  LEED-CERTIFIED 
BUILDINGS

You can find sustainability everywhere at NAU—
from the buildings on campus to the hands-on 
learning experiences students enjoy.

POPPING UP ON CAMPUS

8,000
SQUARE FEET
Made up of eight 1,000-square-foot facilities, the 
Research Greenhouse supports work from across 
the university. It’s a living laboratory where students 
and faculty can research topics ranging from river 
flooding to mine remediation.
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From research to recycling, NAU is leading 
the way to a more sustainable future 

Seeing the 
forest and 
the trees

When forestry professor emeritus 
Wally Covington arrived at NAU in 
1975, sustainability was just entering 
the national conversation. But even 
then, Covington knew NAU could lead 
the way.

“Not many universities bridge the 
gap between people who make 
environmental policy and people who 

live with the outcomes,” Covington 
said. “NAU is one of them.”

This engaged, forward-thinking  
mindset was part of NAU’s approach to  
sustainability even before Covington’s 
arrival. It’s what drove the university 
to launch one of the nation’s first 
environmental studies programs in 
1973. And it’s why NAU’s work has 

become such a shining example for 
other universities—and for the world.

Today, NAU offers multiple 
environment-focused programs 
across two schools: the School of 
Forestry and the School of Earth 
and Sustainability (SES). Courses in 
these schools are woven together in 
practical, useful ways.

“We don’t just go out into the forest 
and talk about soil,” Covington said. 
“We go back to the same place and 
talk about wildlife, then go back and 
talk about hydrology. We put it all 
in context.”

These integrated programs are 
becoming more popular—fast. “As 
environmental issues become more 

“There’s a real enthusiasm for sustainability 
at NAU and across Flagstaff that you just 

don’t see anywhere else,” says forestry 
professor emeritus Wally Covington.
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2,400
pounds of food donated each semester  
to the Flagstaff Family Food Center

300,000
pounds of organic material composted  
annually by JacksFunder project

30 million
gallons of reclaimed water used  
each year on the Flagstaff campus

#45
NSF* rank for spending on natural 
resources and conservation research

#65
NSF* rank for spending on geological 
and earth sciences research

#69
NSF* rank for spending on 
geosciences, atmospheric sciences, 
and ocean sciences research

front and center, more students want to be a part of the 
solution,” said Clare Aslan, assistant professor of earth 
sciences and environmental sustainability.

With more than 30 labs and research centers offering 
experiential learning, it’s easy for NAU students to 
get their hands dirty. They can study at-risk species 
at the Colorado Plateau Research Station, or research 
environmental issues with the Grand Canyon Trust. 

These experiences are often funded by 
scholarships like the Hooper Undergraduate 
Research Award, or by organizations such 
as the Wyss Foundation (which supports 
graduate students committed to Western 
land conservation issues) and the Doris 
Duke Charitable Foundation (which 
offers conservation research and learning 
opportunities tailored to the needs of 
ethnic minorities).

Coming together
It’s not surprising that SES is 
engaging with sustainability, 
but what’s remarkable is that 
Lumberjacks across campus are 
diving in too. 

The university is taking 
stock of its environmental 
footprint—everything from 
greenhouse gas emissions to 
food waste—and will use those 
findings to improve operations. 
All the while, faculty are integrating 
sustainability content into every 
major, and students are working 
on sustainable research projects 
across campus.

“Environmental problems 
are much too large for any one 
discipline,” said Nancy Johnson, 
ecology professor and SES 
director. “And it’s much too large 
for any one worldview. NAU’s 
diverse, integrated approach 
makes us more likely to 
unearth lasting solutions.”

This approach has made 
NAU a destination for leading 

researchers. “Some of the top scientists in the world are 
doing their research here,” Johnson said. “It’s easy for them 
to collaborate, and it doesn’t take much to get students and 
staff involved.” Johnson is a researcher herself, studying 
how fungus roots affect the way plants absorb nutrients. 
“I’ve been so happy here,” she said. “I came to NAU in 
1997, and I’ve never looked back.”

Student impact
Students are doing their share to drive the 

university’s sustainability efforts, too. The 
NAU Green Fund, for example, is a student-
run organization focused on sustainability. 
Supported by NAU’s $15-per-semester 
sustainability fee, the Green Fund organizes 
and finances green projects proposed by 

anyone at NAU.
  As a freshman, Genevieve Conley 

(Environmental and Sustainability Studies 
and Spanish, ’20) helped replace 
plastic food containers on campus with 
reusable ones. “We cut 7,000 plastic 
containers in one semester,” said 
Conley, who later became co-chair of 
the Green Fund. “All because of my 
wild idea to reduce waste.”

The real-world experience of 
the Green Fund prepares students 

to achieve their aspirations. “After 
managing the Green Fund’s budget, I’m 

prepared to go and address sustainability in 
the corporate world,” said Conley’s co-chair, 
Anthony Mirabito (Environmental and 
Sustainability Studies, ’20).

Protecting our home
NAU’s eco ethos makes it a natural home 
to study sustainability issues.

At the Landscape Conservation 
Initiative (LCI), researchers help protect 
biodiversity in the American Southwest. 
Aslan, who is the associate director of 
LCI, explores the connection between 
pollinator habitats and endangered 
plants, working to restore a more 
balanced ecosystem. 

*National Science Foundation

Assistant professor Clare 
Aslan studies pollinators, the 
unsung heroes of ecosystems.

NAU’s Doris Duke Conservation Scholars 
gain hands-on research experience—like 
these students at Kane Ranch on the North 
Rim of the Grand Canyon.

Her team developed the first North American Pollinator 
Conservation Framework for the Commission for 
Environmental Cooperation and presented its findings to 
delegates from the United States, Mexico, and Canada. 
The report could help protect biodiversity across all of 
North America.

Meanwhile, forestry professor emeritus Covington has 
studied ways to combat today’s more intense forest fires.  
Thanks to his research, NAU was able to lead an effort 
to remove small trees before prescribed burns. Those 
trees were then turned into woodchips and sold to South 
Korea for renewable energy. The sustainability benefits 
are threefold: more-manageable fires, fewer carbon 
emissions, and economic growth. 

Native American influence
In addition to work like Covington’s, Johnson’s, and 
Aslan’s, NAU also conducts sustainability research that 
connects to the land in different ways.

For instance, NAU partners with the Native American 
communities who have ancestral ties to the region’s land, 
and whose approach to sustainability helps shape NAU’s 
work in many ways. In 2019, NAU’s Institute for Tribal 
Environmental Professionals received a $3.2 million grant 
from the Bureau of Indian Affairs to help tribal communities 
predict how climate change can impact their environment, 
resources, and health—and plan how to adapt. 

The university also supports indigenous students who 
want to build a career in sustainability. The Weyerhaeuser 
Indigenous Conservation Crew (WICC) is a program that 
provides indigenous students with summer jobs in forest 
restoration, natural resources research, and adjacent fields.

WICC does more than give students hands-on 
experience—it also amplifies indigenous knowledge and 
perspectives in the sustainability movement.

“Our bloodline is rooted deeper in this land than 

anyone else’s,” said Deon Eagleman (Forestry, ’21), who is 
a member of the Chippewa Cree, Blackfeet, and Apache 
tribes. “We’re thinking about Mother Earth, and how we 
can be a powerful voice for change.” 

Energy pioneers
From climate adaptation to forest restoration, many of 
NAU’s research projects aim to protect the ecosystems of 
the American West, but some have an even broader scope. 
NAU’s Institute for Sustainable Energy Solutions (ISES), for 
example, is pushing the boundaries of renewable power.

The projects at ISES vary widely. Tom Acker, professor 
of mechanical engineering and ISES director, works to 
improve predictions about how much energy a wind 
turbine will generate. Michael Shafer, assistant professor 
of mechanical engineering, also works with moving air—
albeit on a much smaller scale. His team is constructing a 
device to convert kinetic energy from a bird flapping its 
wings into usable electricity. The noninvasive device will 
help biologists monitor wildlife using self-generated energy.

Looking forward
It’s easy to see that NAU’s sustainability efforts aren’t 
one-dimensional, and what’s been shared here is only the 
tip of the iceberg. Over the years, the university’s focus 
has grown, deepened, and shifted in exciting ways. 

However, one element remains the same—and, as he 
enters retirement, it’s what gives Covington hope.

“There’s a real enthusiasm for sustainability here that 
you just don’t see anywhere else,” he said. “And I have a 
feeling that optimism is going to be contagious.”  

NAU’s global sustainability leadership is possible thanks to 
its dedicated supporters and alumni. To make a contribution 
to NAU’s sustainability efforts, visit foundationnau.org.
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CAMPUS PROFILE

13
Total degrees and certificates 
available

250+
graduate students 

75+
undergraduate students

Fast facts
• Aspiring teachers have under-
graduate and graduate program 
options at NAU North Valley, and they 
can earn a degree in education tuition-
free through the Arizona Teachers 
Academy at NAU.

• The campus recently launched 
a Clinical Psychology–Doctor of 
Psychology (PsyD) program, with the 
first cohort of students starting in 
spring 2020.

• A state-of-the-art nursing lab is 
on-site for students in the Concurrent 
Enrollment Program (CEP) who plan 
to graduate with an associate and a 
bachelor’s degree at the same time.

By the numbers

NORTH VALLEY

Programs offered
Bachelor’s
Interdisciplinary Studies– 
Justice Studies 90-30, B

Special and Elementary Education, 
BSEd

Master’s
Clinical Mental Health Counseling, MA

Counseling–School Counseling, MEd

Educational Leadership–Instructional 
Leadership K–12 School Leadership, 
MEd

Educational Leadership–Principal 
K–12, MEd

Elementary Education–Certification, 
MEd

Human Relations, MEd

Organizational Leadership, M

PK–12 College and Career  
Counseling, MEd

School Psychology, MEd and EdS

Doctoral
Clinical Psychology, PsyD

Graduate Certificates
College and Career Readiness

Leadership in Criminal Justice 
Administration

Principal

The NAU North Valley campus has been 
serving students in the Phoenix area 
since 2008. It offers more than a dozen 
degree and certificate programs in 
education, behavioral health, criminal 
justice, and other disciplines. Learn 
more at nau.edu/NorthValley. 

ROCK STAR
With his NAU geology degree, 
environmental consultant Dave 
Cook is helping cities go greener

Dave Cook and members of his team are 
cleaning up contaminated land in Seattle 
to make room for more affordable housing.
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He and a friend hiked down from the North Rim to the 
base of the canyon to study a remote section of rocks, 
each lugging in a week’s worth of food, water, and other 
gear. It was a backbreaking journey that pushed Cook to 
his limits. And he loved every minute of it. 

“I was able to consume and inhale all of what the canyon 
had to offer,” he said. “It’s a natural laboratory and a 
spiritual place. There really is no place like it.” 

That research trip laid the groundwork for Cook’s 
career. Today, he is co-owner 
and principal geologist at Aspect 
Consulting in Seattle, where 
he specializes in brownfield 
redevelopment—cleaning up urban 
land tainted by chemicals and 
contaminants. 

He’s worked on several high-profile 
projects, including the headquarters 
of the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation and Amazon’s corporate 
campus. But before Cook became an 
environmental consultant, he was just 
an undergraduate in Ohio who wasn’t 
sure what he wanted to study.

The trip of a lifetime

Cook’s future came into focus, 
however, when he and his father 
took a rafting trip through the 
Grand Canyon after his freshman 
year of college. Joining them was a 
family friend, a geology professor 
who would share his insights and 
knowledge as they traveled down the 
Colorado River.

Those 10 days on the river helped 
Cook find his calling, and he soon 
became a geology major. After 
completing his bachelor’s degree, 
Cook returned to Arizona to earn 
his master’s. He came to Flagstaff 
with one goal in mind: to conduct research in the 
Grand Canyon.

The only problem? He had no idea what part of the 
canyon he would focus on.

Taking the initiative

As fate would have it, a scientist from the U.S. Geological 
Survey office in Flagstaff gave a presentation in one of 

Cook’s classes about a section of rocks in the Grand 
Canyon called the Chuar Group. Instantly, Cook 
was intrigued. 

“The area wasn’t well known, it hadn’t been studied 
much before, and it was in the Grand Canyon,” Cook 
said. “I knew there was a research project there. It all 
fit together.” 

No one at NAU was studying that section of the canyon 
at the time. So Cook developed his own proposal and 

sought out professors to be part 
of his work—turning his research 
passion into a reality.

Rod Parnell, a professor of 
geology and environmental sciences 
in NAU’s School of Earth and 
Sustainability, saw the potential in 
the proposal and became Cook’s 
advisor. He also saw the potential in 
Cook himself.

“It’s rare for a graduate student 
to propose a research project,” said 
Parnell, who remains close with 
Cook today. “The ones who do tend 
to be exceptional students, and we 
really value them because they have 
a deep and abiding interest in the 
work. Dave was a prime example 
of that.”

Deep inside the canyon

There’s a reason the 800-million-
year-old rocks in the Chuar Group 
haven’t been studied much. The area 
is extremely difficult to reach. 

“You basically have two choices,” 
Cook said. “You either hike about  
15 miles from the North Rim to  
the base of the canyon, or you 
float 60 miles down the river from 
Lees Ferry.”

He collected samples and 
created a detailed map of the area—all to see what the 
environment was like there hundreds of millions of years 
ago. “I found there’s pretty good evidence it was an old 
sea,” Cook said. “The modern equivalent would be Shark 
Bay in Australia.”

Cook had another takeaway that was just as 
enlightening. “That research project taught me so much 
about myself and what I could accomplish,” he said. “It 
had a huge impact on my career aspirations.”

Once a Lumberjack, 
always a Lumberjack
Dave Cook is paying it forward by 
giving back to NAU.

A few years ago, he worked 
with the NAU Foundation and 
professors Rod Parnell and  
Abe Springer to start the Water 
Resources Research Support Fund. 
Since then, other alumni have 
contributed to the fund, which 
extends the university’s long legacy 
of water resources research.

This year, Cook will serve as a 
mentor for the new Lumberjacks 
Thrive Externship Program, hosting 
a student for a multiday externship 
at his company in Seattle. (Read 
more about the program on pages 
6 and 23.) And he has returned 
to NAU several times to speak 
with students.  

When you combine that role model 
function with a history of financial 
contributions, you get “the perfect 
alumnus,” Parnell said.

“I can’t think of a better person to 
have on campus and talk to our 
students than a successful alumnus 
like Dave,” Parnell said. “He helps 
students see a path from the 
classroom to a career they’ll love.”

Dave Cook (MS Geology, ’91) will never 
forget the first research trip he led at the 
Grand Canyon as an NAU graduate student.

Lessons beyond geology

In addition to conducting research, Cook also learned how 
to write a proposal, stick to a budget, and plan the logistics 
for a complicated project—skills he uses every day in his 
job as an environmental consultant.

Cook’s time in Flagstaff also gave him a greater 
appreciation for protecting our natural resources. “NAU 
opened my eyes to a different part of the country, and I 
loved the cultural mix there,” he said. “I was surrounded 
by smart, creative people who were connected to 
the earth and cared about the planet. I try to live that 
lifestyle today.”

His latest project in Seattle continues that mission. 
Cook is working with the state of Washington and a 
nonprofit developer to clean up contaminated land so 
more affordable housing can be built in the city. The 
plans call for 150 apartments and retail space near a 
light rail train station, making the development even 
more sustainable. 

Cook sees these types of ventures—turning properties 
that once housed old auto shops, dry cleaners, or 
factories into thriving communities—as the future of 
urban development. But for Cook, his work is about more 

than injecting new life into old land. It’s also about saving 
the environment.

“Water, for example, is going to become more and 
more scarce,” he said. “So we have to take care of the land, 
because if it’s contaminated, then the groundwater will 
become contaminated. It’s all connected.” 

Giving back

Cook is heavily involved in volunteer and community 
service work as well. He is the former board president of 
the group Engineers Without Borders USA, which designs 
sustainable solutions for communities in need around 
the world. 

He’s traveled to Bolivia and Peru with the group to 
update old water pipelines, and he remains active with the 
organization today. Closer to home, he gives presentations 
throughout the Pacific Northwest on sustainability issues 
and brownfield redevelopment. 

And as a proud NAU graduate, Cook is doing all he 
can to give back to the university that gave him so much. 
(See box on previous page.) “I’m so grateful for NAU 
and the professors I had there,” he said. “It was truly a 
life-changing experience.” 

All in the NAU family: Dave Cook 
and his niece, river guide Sara Larsen 
(Spanish, ’14). Cook gives lectures 
during rafting trips, hoping to inspire 
others about geology.
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Low Res

Three NAU football players have claimed a well-deserved place  
in the spotlight. 

   Junior placekicker Luis Aguilar, junior punter DJ  
Arnson, and senior quarterback Case Cookus were all 
named to three or more All-American teams. Cookus 
was named to four, and Aguilar was named to seven—
including the Division I FCS Athletics Directors 
Association All-America Team, an NAU first.

Aguilar enjoyed a breakout season after 
becoming the ’Jacks full-time kicker last year.  
He won the Fred Mitchell Award for placekicking, 
and his scoring average was second among 
division kickers last season (9.8 points per game).  

 He converted 22 of 25 field goal 
attempts—including a 57-yarder 
against Northern Colorado—to 
rank third in the nation for field 

goal percentage (88%). 
Aguilar finished the season a 
perfect 52 for 52 on extra-

point attempts.
Cookus capped off his 

senior season with several 
division-leading 

stats. He ranked first 
for passing yards 

(4,114) and passing 
yards per game (342.8), 
and he finished eighth in 
touchdown passes (31). 

He also broke program 
records for career 
passing yards, passing 
touchdowns, and total 
offensive yards.

While these players 
excelled individually, 
they know that making 

an All-American team 
takes another kind of 
team too. 

“Every time I go out 
on the field,” Aguilar said, 

“I’m proud to be part of a team that 
always has my back.”

Aguilar, Cookus, and Arnson earn All-American honors

LUMBERJACK CENTRAL

STANDOUTS

Case Cookus Luis Aguilar

Rain, mud, and bitter cold couldn’t 
slow down NAU’s cross country teams 
at the 2019 NCAA championships, 
where both Lumberjack teams raced 
to a triumphant finish.

 The men made the podium for 
the fourth straight year, finishing in 
second place after winning three 
national championships from 2016 to 
2018. And the ’Jacks women placed 
14th in their first championship since 
2008, proving they belong on the line 
with the nation’s best.

The Lumberjack women were 

a force to be reckoned with at 
nationals, validating their years of 
hard work. Mikayla Malaspina was 
the first NAU runner to finish the 6K 
race, passing 10 runners in the final 
stretch for a time of 20:52.9—just two 
seconds shy of All-American status. 
Fellow senior Miranda Myers wasn’t 
far behind at 21:18.3.

“It wasn’t just the race that got us 
here,” said Michael Smith, director 
of cross country and track and field. 
“Everything they do when no one’s 
watching, that’s where it happens.  

I’m proud of our women’s team and 
how far they’ve come.”

The much-lauded men’s team  
also performed strongly, with three 
NAU runners—senior Geordie 
Beamish and freshmen Abdihamid 
Nur and Drew Bosley—earning 
All-American status. Bosley led the 
way for the ’Jacks, finishing the 10K 
race in 22nd place with a time of 
31:10.8.

With both teams demonstrating grit, 
determination, and talent, the future is 
bright for all ’Jacks runners.

Runners shine at soggy NCAA championships

NAU’s cross country 
teams celebrate another 

successful season.

GOING FOR GLORY

NAU broke ground in January on the 
70,000-square-foot Student-Athlete 
High Performance Center, with the 
goal of completing construction early 
in 2022.

The center’s focus has expanded 
to provide training, conditioning, and 
academic opportunities for all NAU 

student-athletes. The center will also 
house the College of Health and 
Human Services, taking advantage 
of the natural connections between 
athletics and physical therapy, athletic 
training, exercise science, and nutrition.

The project has been initiated by  
a few key gifts and fundraising efforts, 

but sponsorship opportunities are 
still available. We can’t spell NAU 
without “U”—join us in supporting 
our student-athletes by contacting 
skyjacks@nau.edu.

LEARN, TRAIN, AND COMPETE
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Charles “Chuck” Pilon
BS Social Sciences, ’59 
MA Social Sciences, ’66

Sheila McCormick
BS Exercise Science, ’95

Pilon, an NAU  
retiree and Korean 
War veteran, 
participated in 
a Veterans Day 
ceremony at Garden 
Lakes Elementary 

School in Avondale, Arizona, to retire 
six American flags. Also taking part was 
fellow NAU graduate McCormick, who 
is a teacher at the school—and who was 
a student in Pilon’s eighth grade history 
class years earlier. The McCormicks 
and Pilons are both multigenerational 
Lumberjack families, each with many 
proud alumni and faculty members.

Larry Clark
MS Biology, ’78

Clark is the recipient 
of the 2019 
Presidential Rank 
Award, the highest 
award bestowed 
upon civilian federal 
employees for 

exceptional accomplishments over a 
long-term career. He began his career 
with the USDA in 1991 and has been 

instrumental in wildlife and ecology 
research. Clark currently oversees 160 
researchers, biologists, and other staff 
as the director of the National Wildlife 
Research Center.

Sara Dant
BS Public Relations, ’89

Dant was named the 
2019 John S. Hinckley 
Fellow at Weber 
State University 
to recognize her 
excellence in 
teaching, research, 

and service. She was honored at a 
November awards ceremony, where 
she was commended for her teaching 
methods and the fierce passion she 
brings to her role.

Cheryl Roscher 
BS Arts and Sciences, ’89

Having the opportunity to participate 
in experiential learning opportunities 
shaped Roscher’s career in regulatory 
affairs. Chemistry professor Earle B.  
Hoyt established a fund for students 
like Roscher, helping them further their 
studies through research opportunities. 
Roscher is now paying it forward 
for fellow Lumberjacks. In honor of 
Hoyt, she recently established the 
Chamberlain-Roscher Giving Back to 
Chemistry Fund.

Michael Gray 
BS Geology, ’86

Gray accepted a new position as senior 
consultant of GZA GeoEnvironmental 
in 2019. His career with the firm spans 
more than two decades, and has 
included managing environmental 
assessment and remediation projects.

Louis Tovar 
BS General Studies, ’89 
MED Clinical Mental Health 
Counseling, ’96

Tovar is the new assistant chief of the 
Avondale Police Department. Tovar, 
who recently retired from the Phoenix 
Police Department as an assistant 
chief, brings 35 years of public safety 
service experience and collaborative 
teamwork to his new role in Avondale.

Lance Roederer
BS Arts and Sciences, ’91

Meg Roederer
BS Public Relations, ’92

The Roederers, owners of Arizona 
Music Pro, are celebrating 25 years 
in business. Lance came to NAU on 
a full music scholarship and saw the 
need for a music store in Flagstaff. 
The Roederers enjoy the therapeutic 
nature of music, and they give back 
to the community by offering a range 
of instruments in addition to free 
workshops. The store has won multiple 
Best of Flag awards over the years.

Tiffany Palmer
BS Journalism, ’94

Palmer, founding 
partner of Jerner 
& Palmer PC, has 
been elected judge 
of the Court of 
Common Pleas of 
Philadelphia. She was 

recently named Person of the Year 
by a Philadelphia news outlet and has 
won numerous other awards for her 
pro bono service for LGBT families in 
Pennsylvania. 

Michael Harris-Love
BS Physical Education, ’95 
MPT Physical Therapy, ’97

After more than 20 
years in the medical 
industry, Harris-Love 
was recently named 
director of the School 
of Medicine’s physical 
therapy program and 

associate dean of physical therapy 
education at the University of Colorado 
Anschutz Medical Campus.

CLASS NOTES

Kathy Hungate
BS Health Professions, ’78

Randy Hungate
BS Arts and Sciences, ’79

The Hungates met and married 
while studying at NAU. Following 
Kathy’s career in elementary 
education and Randy’s 
post-doctoral biomedical research 
career, they reunited with NAU to 

provide academic opportunities for 
underrepresented students. The 
couple established the Hungate 
Family Elevating Opportunity 
Fund to support student success. 
Their contributions reflect many 
of the Hungate family values and 
traditions, including volunteer 
leadership, social activism, 
philanthropy, and universal access 
to a quality education.

Robin Braun
BA Interior Design, ’77 
Honorary Doctorate, ’12

Vice Admiral Braun recently retired 
from her post-military career as a pilot 
for FedEx. According to tradition, 
her last flight taxied in as fire trucks 
sprayed an arch of water over the 
plane. Braun, who had a distinguished 
career as a US Navy pilot, retired from 
the military in 2016. She currently 
serves on the NAU Foundation Board 
and received a President’s Alumni 
Award in 2019.

Olivia Calderon
BA Music, ’98

Calderon majored in vocal performance 
and criminal justice at NAU and 
currently serves as a detention officer 
for the Tempe Police Department. She 
has maintained her love of singing and 
auditioned for America’s Got Talent in 
2019. Her televised performance got a 
standing ovation and has been viewed 
more than 1.3 million times on YouTube.

Chris Suarez
BS Hotel and Restaurant 
Management, ’98

Suarez was recently 
named the director of 
sales and marketing 
for the newly 
renovated Nobu Hotel 
Palo Alto. He is also 
a dedicated member 

of his community and currently serves 
as a board member for the Menlo Park 
Chamber of Commerce.

Michael Vargas
BS Education, ’00

Vargas is a physics 
teacher at Pinnacle 
High School in 
Phoenix, and was 
named the 2019 Air 
Force Association 
National Teacher 

of the Year. He was recognized for 
his dedication in and out of the 
classroom, including advocacy for 
legislative support and funding for 
STEM education and leadership. 
He has been recognized as Arizona 
Science Teachers Association High 
School Teacher of the Year and was a 
finalist for the Presidential Award for 
Excellence in Mathematics and Science 
Teaching. Vargas is also executive 
member of the NAU Foundation 
Christopher G. Freeman Tribute 
Scholarship endowment in honor of  
the late NAU alumnus.

Nikki Cooley
BS Forestry, ’02 
MS Forestry, ’04

Cooley was featured 
in Outside Magazine 
in December for 
her advocacy for 
the environment 
and work with 
local nonprofit 

organizations and Native American 
groups about managing natural 
resources. She became the first 
Navajo person to receive a commercial 
river guide license and later created 

the Native American River Guide 
Training Program to help other Native 
Americans do the same. She has gone 
on to train many more guides and 
loves to pass on her love for Northern 
Arizona. Cooley currently works as a 
program manager for the Institute for 
Tribal Environmental Professionals.

Jason Reynolds
MED Educational Leadership, ’02 
EDD Educational Leadership, ’12

Reynolds was selected as the next 
superintendent of Peoria Unified 
School District after serving as the 
deputy superintendent since 2019. He 
previously worked with the Paradise 
Valley Unified School District from 
1997 to 2019.

Omar Duron
BS Elementary Education, ’05 
MED Bilingual/Multicultural 
Education, ’09 
MED Educational Leadership, ’16

Duron, a principal 
in Yuma County, 
has been awarded 
a 2019–20 National 
Milken Educator 
Award and was the 
sole winner from 

Arizona. He was surprised at an 
all-school assembly with the award 
and cash prize, presented by the 
superintendent and the founder of 
the Milken Educator Awards. Duron 
was recognized as a hands-on 
mentor and leader who is devoted 
to student success and educational 
access in Yuma County. After years 
of rising student achievement under 
his leadership, the district is ranked 
in the top 10 percent in the nation 
for achievement growth.

Cody Roberts
MA English Literature, ’09

Roberts spent the first seven years 
after he graduated from NAU 
teaching English in Houston. He now 
lives in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, 
where he is the academic director 
for KTDC Group, an International 
English Language Testing System 
Training Center.

Trenton Hayward
BS Criminal Justice, ’10

Hayward, a former most valuable 
player for the NAU men’s tennis 
team, has set a new world record. 
He landed more than 1,600 serves 
in-bounds in 60 minutes to break 
a record that hadn’t been topped 
in eight years. He has maintained 
his love for the sport since his time 
at NAU, currently serving as the 
tennis director for the Pine Canyon 
community in Flagstaff. Next, he 
wants to take on the world record for 
the longest successful rally.

Mana Purdy
BS Environmental and Sustainability 
Studies, ’12

Weston James 
Mana‘o‘i‘o “Mana” 
Purdy was promoted 
to natural assets and 
operations director 
at Lili‘uokalani Trust 
in his home state 

of Hawaii. He has been with the 
trust since 2013, and his new role 
will focus primarily on conservation 
and interpretive activities. He is 
committed to increasing cultural 
awareness and preserving the state’s 
natural resources.

Greg Wilson
BS Engineering, ’82

Nancy Wilson
BS Ecosystem Science and 
Management, ’82

During their time at NAU, the 
Wilsons embraced opportunities 
beyond the classroom by staying 
involved in honor societies, 
advocacy groups, and spirit 
organizations. Their NAU 
experiences impacted their 
professional and personal lives. 
As active volunteers, advocates, 
and philanthropists, the Wilsons 
recently partnered with NAU  
to launch the Lumberjacks Thrive 
Externship Program, which will 
expand opportunities for student 
and alumni engagement. This 
year, the Wilsons will be inducted 
into the inaugural class of 
La Cuesta Society.
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Brandon Rivera
BS Political Science and Women’s 
Studies, ’14

Kendra Straub
BS Political Science, ’16

Rivera and Straub, who met at NAU, 
are engaged! Both were active in 
debate clubs in high school and were 
recruited by NAU to participate in the 
speech and debate club. They now 
live in San Diego, where they each 
coached the speech and debate club 
at San Diego State University. Rivera 
works in development for University 
of California, San Diego, and Straub 
recently accepted a position with the 
YMCA as a data analyst. They plan to 
marry in October.

Tresa Tudrick
BS Journalism, ’14 
MA Applied Communication, ’16

A two-time Emmy Award winner, 
Tudrick serves as a sports anchor 
and reporter for the 3TV/CBS5 sports 
team in Phoenix. She joined the team 
in 2019, becoming the first female 
sports reporter to join Arizona’s 
Family after the two stations merged 
in 2014. She covers high school sports 
and all the professional sports teams 
in the Phoenix metro area.

Corderro McMurry
MA Applied Communication, ’18

McMurry published his thesis “Can 
I Get a Copy?” which focuses on 

entertainment news and how  
it is reported. His thesis even caught 
the attention of Kim Kardashian  
West, who was a primary subject of the 
piece. McMurry is also a 2018 Rocky 
Mountain Emmy Award recipient 
for his work with NAU-TV, and he is 
now a PhD student at Arizona State 
University’s Walter Cronkite School of 
Journalism and Mass Communication.

Kaylie Jorgenson
BS Special and Elementary 
Education, ’19

Jorgenson, a former NAU volleyball 
player, is continuing her volleyball 
career in Germany with proWIN Volleys 
TV Holz. She was a Big Sky Conference 
MVP and an All-American athlete 
during her time as a Lumberjack.

James “Buck” Clark
BS Education, ’50 
MA Education, ’54

James “Buck” Clark 
passed away on July 
30, 2019. Clark was 
born in Lawrence, 
Kansas, and his family 
moved to Prescott 
in 1934. While at 

NAU, he played football, ran track, 
and was on the ski team. He was a 
member of Kappa Sigma Kappa and 
worked for the Forest Service during 
his summers. Clark met his life partner, 
Marcia Ivory, while attending NAU, and 
they were married for 70 years. They 
had three sons: John, William, and 
George. At Clark’s retirement from 37 
years of service in public education, 
Governor Rose Mofford declared 
June 10, 1988, as James K. “Buck” 
Clark Day. Clark consistently gave 
back, including serving on the NAU 

Alumni Association Board and the 
NAU Foundation Board. He enjoyed 
music, animals, traveling, and spending 
time with his family at their cabin in 
Hawley Lake.

Marion Elliott
BS Art, ’52
MA Education, ’57

Elliott, a former NAU 
Foundation board 
president, passed 
away on January 
11, 2020. Elliott and 
her late husband, 
Harold, were career 

educators; she was the art education 
supervisor of the Yuma School District 
for 30 years, and he was a longtime 
principal of Kofa High School. They 
extended that educational passion to 
NAU students through their volunteer 
leadership and contributions as 
members of the 1899 Society.

Sam Borozan
BS Elementary Education, ’57 
MED Educational Administration, ’61 
MED Clinical Mental Health 
Counseling, ’67

Borozan passed away 
on July 25, 2019. 
Nicknamed “Mr. NAU,” 
Borozan was a fixture 
at athletic events and 
made his mark on  
the university over 

more than five decades. Born in Bisbee,  
Arizona, Borozan came to NAU on a 
football scholarship after serving in  
the US Marine Corps. After graduating, 
he created the Borozan Memorial  
Scholarship with the NAU Foundation in  
memory of his father, along with many 
other scholarships for students. He 
earned numerous awards and honors 
including Homecoming dedicatee, 
Alumni Service Award winner, and 
Athletics Hall of Fame honoree.

Continued from previous page.

CLASS NOTES

Submit a Class Note
Find your way back to Lumberjack 
country and into the hearts of 
fellow classmates. Submit your 
personal and career updates, 
 celebrations, and successes. Visit 
foundationnau.org/class-notes 
to share your story and see what 
fellow Lumberjacks are doing.

IN MEMORY

Amanda Thompson
BS Natural Sciences, ’10 

Arthur Thompson 
BS Engineering, ’10

NAU-TEN alumni Art and Amanda 
Thompson understand the power 
of philanthropy and are doing 
their part to continue their family’s 
legacy of giving back to NAU. These 

loyal leadership annual donors have 
recently fulfilled their pledge for 
the Art and Amanda Thompson 
Scholarship. Their generous gift will 
be used to provide scholarships 
to support NAU students studying 
biological sciences or mechanical 
engineering. Amanda is currently 
working in corporate real estate and 
Art is pursuing an MBA.

Patricia “Pat” (Duke) Thomas
BS Education, ’72

Thomas passed away on July 1, 
2019. She spent her working life in 
education, serving a diverse group 
of Thai, Burmese, and American 
children. Following her graduation 
from NAU and marriage to NAU 
alumnus George M. Thomas, she 
was a teacher in rural Thailand and 
later Myanmar, where she learned to 
converse in Thai and Lao. Thomas 
developed close relationships with 
her students, and she later returned 
to the US to continue teaching in 
Mesa and Fairfax County, Virginia. The 
Thomases established the Patricia 
V. Duke Thomas Special Education 
Scholarship with the NAU Foundation 
to encourage and support future 
special education professionals.

Carol Kay (Jones) Mayer
BS Education, ’74

Mayer passed away on January 31, 
2020. She was passionate about 
giving back, which fueled her career 

in teaching. She taught in the Dysart 
Unified School District for more than 
three decades. She loved to travel 
and was active with the Philanthropic 
Educational Organization and her 

church. Mayer and her husband 
enjoyed attending NAU alumni events. 
She leaves behind her husband, 
Joseph Mayer III ’73, their two 
children, other family, and friends.

Tyrone Thompson
BS Criminal Justice, ’89

Thompson passed away 
unexpectedly on May 4, 2019. He 
was known as a dedicated public 
servant in the Las Vegas area. He 
devoted his life to education and 
advocating for the homeless, and 

he founded Thompson Career 
Solutions to provide career 
development and life coaching.  
He was an assemblyman for the 
Nevada State Legislature for six 
years and was recognized with 
many awards: the President’s 
Volunteer Service Award (from 
President Obama), the NAACP 
Freedom Fund Award, and the 
Distinguished Gentleman in 
Southern Nevada Award. He served 
on the NAU Alumni Association 
Board and mentored NAU’s 
Black Student Union. He was 
awarded the 2019 Cliff Harkins 
Distinguished Citizen of the Year 
Award posthumously at NAU’s 
Homecoming this past fall.

Your generosity. Your loyalty. Your Lumberjack pride.
Donors advance NAU’s vision of student success and scholarly excellence. More than 1,100  
alumni, faculty, staff, friends, and parents are part of an NAU Foundation leadership club or society. 

Learn more about the donor recognition program by visiting foundationnau.org.

Guiding the way
Lumberjack Leaders are a dedicated 
community who are recognized for 
their steadfast annual commitment 
of $1,000 or more to support the 
immediate needs of  NAU students 
and faculty—in the classrooms, in the 
labs, and across campus.

Impacting the future
Inspired by the 63-year history  
of La Cuesta yearbooks, La Cuesta 
Society represents the many ways 
members have elevated NAU  
through transformational support 
with cumulative lifetime gifts,  
pledges, or irrevocable planned gifts  
of $250,000 or more.

Leaving a legacy
Named for the year of the university’s 
founding, the 1899 Society (formerly 
Heritage Society) recognizes and 
celebrates donors who have chosen 
to invest in NAU’s future through 
planned gifts.
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YOUR ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

The NAU alumni community is 
growing quickly in Texas. The state’s 
first NAU Near You alumni chapter 
will open soon in Dallas—giving 
Lumberjacks in Texas a chance to 
connect and become even better 
leaders. For more information, visit 
foundationnau.org/alumni-chapters.

Though NAU alumni come from all 
walks of life, there’s one thing we 
all have in common: the passion 
and know-how to guide the world 

in a better direction. Here are 
some ways the Lumberjack family 
has been leading by example—and 
ways you can get involved too.

NOMINATE AN  
OUTSTANDING LEADER 

NAU Near You  
Dallas chapter  
is coming soon

The 2019 Distinguished Alumni Award Winners 
were recognized at Homecoming for living  
out the Lumberjack spirit through their  
careers, volunteer work, and support for the 
university. Pictured (from left) are Jeff Willis  
’72; Earl Matthews ’83; NAU President Rita  
Cheng; Shelby Maticic ’10; Sonja Mason, sister  

of the late Tyrone Thompson ’89; and Chris Bavasi 
’75, ’00.

Do you know any outstanding NAU graduates 
who deserve to be recognized? Nominate 
them for a 2020 Alumni Association Award at 
foundationnau.org/alumni-awards. The deadline 
to submit your nomination is July 1.

 LEAD LIKE A

Share  
your stories
We want to hear 
from Lumberjack 
leaders who 
helped keep their 
communities safe  
and healthy during 
the COVID-19 
pandemic. Email 
your stories to 
alumni@nau.edu.

LUMBERJACKS THRIVE

The NAU Alumni Association 
Board, 2019 Homecoming

LUMBERJACK

A new program offers alumni a rewarding way to 
give back while on the job: the Lumberjacks Thrive 
Externship Program. 

The program connects alumni with current NAU 
students for a professional mentorship experience. 
The multiday externship gives students a chance to 
learn directly from NAU graduates who are leaders 
in their fields—and it allows alumni to share their  
insights on what it takes to thrive in the workplace.

NAU staff will match current students with alumni 
mentors, and the NAU Foundation will cover the 
student’s travel and lodging expenses. It’s a great 
opportunity for alumni to help current students learn 
more about professional opportunities. And it also 
shows how a powerful alumni network can benefit 
Lumberjacks of all ages.

For more information on how you can host a student 
at your workplace, visit foundationnau.org/thrive.

A legacy of service

The entire NAU community thanks 
Hansen for her hard work, dedication, 
and outstanding leadership during 
her time as president of the Alumni 
Association.

 “As I look back on my seven 
years of service on the 
alumni board, I’m so proud 
of what we’ve accomplished.  
For any Lumberjacks  
looking to stay connected 
to NAU and for ways to give 
back to their alma mater, 
the Alumni Association is a 
great place to start.”

Heidi Hansen ’91, outgoing 
Alumni Association President
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Sustainable giving 
When you give to the NAU Foundation, you sustain change. 
Your investment supports current needs and empowers future 
aspirations. You help NAU enrich lives and create opportunities  
for a sustainable future. 

Interdisciplinary impact
Katrina Rogers ’88, ’92 and William Cherry ’90 
created a graduate scholarship endowment to help 
master’s students grow into well-rounded leaders 
in sustainability, civic engagement, interdisciplinary 
research, and social justice. 

Collective giving
In memory of Christopher G. Freeman ’01, his NAU 
classmates and friends built a scholarship endowment 
and a tradition of giving back with more than a decade 
of Christopher’s Cup golf tournaments. Also, more than 
20 members of the Class of 1964 dedicated their 50-year 
reunion gift project to a scholarship endowment that 
continues to grow through their generosity.

Multidimensional donations
Ann Leslie Vert ‘17 has committed to make a difference 
in both nursing and in her late husband’s area of 
passion and expertise: cybersecurity. She contributes 
annually, has established planned gifts to endow her 
funds, and sponsored a Giving Day 2020 match.

NAU is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institution/UM444594_02.20

Consider making a sustainable  
impact today: visit foundationnau.org.

HOW WE ROLL
THEN & NOW

1961 1998

20162007

1936: A group 
gathers next to a 
fleet of buses and 
other vehicles in 
front of Gammage 
Library before 
heading out on a 
field trip.

1946: Four students 
make their way 
across campus the 
old-fashioned way—
on foot.

1961: Members of 
the ski team slow 
down long enough 
to pose for a photo 
on the slopes.

1998: A rider steps 
off an NAU shuttle 
bus. Now called 
AXExpress, buses 
run every few 
minutes to connect 
the north and south 
campuses.

2007: NAU rolls 
out its Yellow Bike 
Program, which 
provides free weekly 
rentals to students, 
staff, and faculty at 
various locations 
around campus.

2016: Two new 
pedways open  
and are restricted 
to foot and bicycle 
traffic only. The 
pedways also 
connect the campus 
with the Flagstaff 
Urban Trails System.

19461936

From buses and bikes to sneakers and skis, 
Lumberjacks have plenty of ways to get around
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COME HOME
Save the date: Homecoming  
is November 7—the perfect  
way to reconnect with NAU.  
nau.edu/homecoming.

NAU is taking its sustainability mission 
to the ends of the Earth—including this 
research outpost in the Arctic. 


